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§ 934. Penalty for unauthorized use of words 
‘‘Coast Guard’’

No individual, association, partnership, or cor-
poration shall, without authority of the Com-
mandant, use the combination of letters 
‘‘USCG’’ or ‘‘USCGR’’, the words ‘‘Coast Guard,’’ 
‘‘United States Coast Guard,’’ ‘‘Coast Guard Re-
serve,’’ ‘‘United States Coast Guard Reserve,’’ 
‘‘Coast Guard Auxiliary,’’ ‘‘United States Coast 
Guard Auxiliary,’’ ‘‘Lighthouse Service,’’ ‘‘Life 
Saving Service,’’ or any combination or vari-
ation of such letters or words alone or with 
other letters or words, as the name under which 
he or it shall do business, for the purpose of 
trade, or by way of advertisement to induce the 
effect of leading the public to believe that any 
such individual, association, partnership, or cor-
poration has any connection with the Coast 
Guard. No individual, association, partnership, 
or corporation shall falsely advertise, or other-
wise represent falsely by any device whatsoever, 
that any project or business in which he or it is 
engaged, or product which he or it manufac-
tures, deals in, or sells, has been in any way en-
dorsed, authorized, or approved by the Coast 
Guard. Every person violating this section shall 
be fined not more than $10,000, or imprisoned not 
more than one year, or both. 

(Aug. 4, 1949, ch. 393, 63 Stat. 546, § 639; Aug. 3, 
1950, ch. 536, § 30, 64 Stat. 408; Pub. L. 113–281, 
title II, § 205(b), Dec. 18, 2014, 128 Stat. 3025; re-
numbered § 934, Pub. L. 115–282, title I, § 107(b), 
Dec. 4, 2018, 132 Stat. 4205.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

This section makes the unauthorized use of the words 

‘‘Coast Guard’’ or any derivative thereof, a crime. This 

is believed to be a desirable prohibition in view of the 

many commercial organizations which are manufac-

turing equipment approved by the Coast Guard and 

selling same to vessels in the United States. 81st Con-

gress, House Report No. 557.

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

2018—Pub. L. 115–282 renumbered section 639 of this 

title as this section. 

2014—Pub. L. 113–281 substituted ‘‘$10,000’’ for 

‘‘$1,000’’. 

1950—Act Aug. 3, 1950, made it possible for Com-

mandant to grant authority to private business organi-

zations to use terms or designations otherwise prohib-

ited by this section.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

COAST GUARD CITY, USA 

Pub. L. 105–383, title IV, § 409, Nov. 13, 1998, 112 Stat. 

3431, as amended by Pub. L. 114–120, title II, § 206, Feb. 

8, 2016, 130 Stat. 37, provided that: ‘‘The Commandant of 

the Coast Guard may recognize the community of 

Grand Haven, Michigan, as ‘Coast Guard City, USA’. If 

the Commandant desires to recognize any other com-

munity in the same manner or any other community 

requests such recognition from the Coast Guard, the 

Commandant shall notify the Committee on Com-

merce, Science, and Transportation of the Senate and 

the Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure of 

the House of Representatives 30 days prior to approving 

such recognition.’’

§ 935. Coast Guard band recordings for commer-
cial sale 

(a) The Coast Guard band may produce record-
ings for commercial sale. 

(b) Amounts received as proceeds from the sale 
of any such recordings may be credited to appli-
cable appropriations of the Coast Guard for ex-
penses of the Coast Guard band. 

(c) The Secretary shall prescribe regulations 
governing the accounting of such proceeds. 

(Added Pub. L. 101–510, div. A, title III, 
§ 327(d)(1), Nov. 5, 1990, 104 Stat. 1532, § 640; re-
numbered § 935, Pub. L. 115–282, title I, § 107(b), 
Dec. 4, 2018, 132 Stat. 4205.)

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

2018—Pub. L. 115–282 renumbered section 640 of this 

title as this section. 

§ 936. Confidentiality of medical quality assur-
ance records; qualified immunity for partici-
pants 

(a) In this section—
(1) ‘‘medical quality assurance program’’ 

means any activity carried out by or for the 
Coast Guard to assess the quality of medical 
care, including activities conducted by indi-
viduals, military medical or dental treatment 
facility committees, or other review bodies re-
sponsible for quality assurance, credentials, 
infection control, patient care assessment (in-
cluding treatment procedures, blood, drugs, 
and therapeutics) medical records, health re-
sources management review and identification 
and prevention of medical or dental incidents 
and risks. 

(2) ‘‘medical quality assurance record’’ 
means the proceedings, records, minutes, and 
reports that emanate from quality assurance 
program activities described in paragraph (1) 
and are produced or compiled by the Coast 
Guard as part of a medical quality assurance 
program. 

(3) ‘‘health care provider’’ means any mili-
tary or civilian health care professional who, 
under regulations prescribed by the Secretary, 
is granted clinical practice privileges to pro-
vide health care services in a military medical 
or dental treatment facility or who is licensed 
or certified to perform health care services by 
a governmental board or agency or profes-
sional health care society or organization.

(b) Medical quality assurance records created 
by or for the Coast Guard as part of a medical 
quality assurance program are confidential and 
privileged. The records may not be disclosed to 
any person or entity except as provided in sub-
section (d). 

(c)(1) Medical quality assurance records are 
not subject to discovery and may not be admit-
ted into evidence in any judicial or administra-
tive proceeding, except as provided in subsection 
(d). 

(2) Except as provided in this section, an indi-
vidual who reviews or creates medical quality 
assurance records for the Coast Guard or who 
participates in any proceeding that reviews or 
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